xlli                 INTRODUCTION

then been published more than eighteen months, and the
authorship was not at first known with certainty, it is im-
possible that this could have been anything more than a
chance coincidence of names. But it was remarkable
enough.

Some years ago a somewhat similar coincidence was
noted by Dr. Edward Scott in the " Athenaeum." l He
found in the muniment room of Westminster Abbey a
bundleof lawpapers, beingthe proceedings in actions brought
by one Lemuel Gulliver, of Westminster, against a certain
Peter Swift of Longdon, in Worcestershire, between 1733
and 1741. Mr. G. A. Aitken thought that here might be
found the origin of the title of the famous romance, a sug-
gestion which seemed to the present writer so plausible
that it was adopted in an article written in 1906.* But it
has since been pointed out3 that in these law proceedings
Lemuel Gulliver was only a man of straw, introduced by a
well-known legal fiction; and that such imaginary inter-
mediaries in law were often given names current or popu-
lar at the time, such as Robinson Crusoe. No conclusion,
then, is to be drawn from Dr. Scott's interesting discovery
as to the influences which persuaded Swift to adopt this
queer name for his hero, any more than we can infer any
sudden popularity of Swift's work in the United States
from the name of the American senator, Jonathan Gulliver.

But more significant for the understanding of Swift than
such matters is his own comment on Gulliver, then nearing
publication, in a letter to Pope.* " I have ever hated all
nations, professions and communities, and all my love is
towards individuals; for instance I hate the tribe of
lawyers, but I love Counsellor such-a-one and Judge such-
a-one . . . principally I hate and detest that animal called

1  November, 1905.

2  In " Blackwood's Magazine" for November, 1906, "Dean Swift in
Dublin."

* By Mr. J. P. Gilson in his interesting prefatory note to Gulliver
(ed. Routledge, 1906).
4 29 September, 1725. Fontaines, in regard to the translation by the Abbe
